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and on the right Franquen6e and Taviers. The
French line spread for four miles in concave
fashion, so that the Allied line opposite formed
the arc of a chord. Marlborough, although he
believed that his forces were inferior to those of
the French (actually he was slightly superior,
especially in artillery), determined to assault the
magnificent French array. The lie -of the land
gave him one considerable advantage. The fold
of a hill enabled him quickly to transfer troops
from his right to his centre or left without the
French being able to perceive the manoeuvre.
On this fact he based his plan of battle.

The battle (May 23, 1706) opened on the
wings. Lord Orkney, with the English troops on
the right, managed to get across the Little Geete
and attacked the French between Autreglise and
Offus, where their finest troops were concentrated,
while the Dutch, powerfully assisted by carefully
placed cannon, at once took Fraquenee and
Taviers at the other end of the line on the left
and Ramillies was stormed by Allied infantry.
Marlborough's object was to hold the French left
with inferior numbers and to force them back
from the villages at the centre and right. By the
afternoon he was ready to begin his attack, but
the French first counter-attacked between Ramil-
lies and their right and drove back part of the
Dutch. This was the crisis of the battle. Marl-
borough was prepared. He had ordered Orkney
on the right wing, much to his disgust, to draw
back from his attack and had taken from him
eighteen cavalry squadrons. While the French at
Ramillies and on the extreme right were held in